Global History




English Nine

The Global History/English Nine research paper is a cross-curricular project designed to enhance your research and writing skills.  Because you will be given no fewer than seven full class periods to research the topic you select, your teachers fully expect you to:

1.  generate and defend a well-defined thesis statement 
2.  clearly identify the person or topic researched  

3.  place person or topic in correct historical context  

4.  explain the accomplishments or uses of person or topic 
5.  describe the impact of person or topic upon history
Papers must be at least three-and-a-half pages in length (EXCLUDING your cover and works cited pages).  As always, make certain to employ conventional margins, and you must use the MLA format to cite a minimum of five sources.  Please note that you must cite at least three different texts; you may cite two online sources if you choose.  Remember to evaluate Web sites carefully.  Please seek assistance with this difficult component of the project.  Papers submitted without an accurate works cited page will not be graded.    
Important Due Dates

Note Cards:    Friday, January 8, 2010
Rough Draft:  Friday, January 22, 2010
Final Draft:    Friday, February 12, 2010  

Both drafts of your research paper will comprise a significant portion of your Global and English grades, so it is crucial that you submit your work on time.  Remember:  the third marking period ends Friday, January 29, 2010.  Rough drafts submitted after the due date will be reviewed, but not graded.  Moreover, final drafts are due the Friday before winter break.  Late work will not be accepted.  

We know that this is a challenging assignment, and understand that you will have many questions; please don’t hesitate to seek any of your teachers for assistance.  To help accommodate your busy workload, the high school computer lab will be open during tenth period as frequently as possible; Mr. Leise will be available to assist with the MLA format and word processing, and Mrs. Dienhoffer is right next door if you have any questions pertaining to content or your topic.  

NOTE CARDS

Note cards are a system of taking notes from sources.  Done correctly, they will make it easier to organize the information you gather and help you write a sophisticated paper.

Step 1:

Locate a book and write the following:

	# of source

Title

Author(s) 

Publisher

Location published

Date of publication




The source number refers to that book alone.  It has nothing to do with alphabetizing; it is just a way to make sure you reference the correct text when writing the paper.

Step 2:

Take notes from the book.  If it is a direct quote, put quotation marks around the statement (“”).  If it is paraphrased, no quotation marks are needed.  The page number must be written on the card in the lower right corner.

	# of source                                                       

Information 

                                                                                 Page #


Step 3:

Make individual note cards for EACH IDEA or QUOTE.  You will have quite a few cards for each book.  Your first book will probably have the most note cards.  That is okay.

Step 4:

Find another book, create a source card.

Step 5:  

Take notes onto the card.  REMEMBER – ONE IDEA OR QUOTE PER CARD.  
Step 6:

Once all the information is gathered, take the cards and shuffle them.  Sort them into piles according to topic or idea.

In the UPPER LEFT corner, mark the topic number; this will become the section of the paper that information will be used in.

	Source #                                                   Section #             

Information

                                                           Page #                                  


Step 7:  SAVE INFORMATION CARDS

Step 8:  Alphabetize source cards by author to create bibliography (works cited page)
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Name:




Research Paper





Grading Rubric

Mechanics







Possible
Points









Points
Works Cited Page*

                                                               10
            

In-text citations





               15
            

Proper length (3.5 – 5 pages)




                5



Rough draft turned in with final copy



                5



Fewer than 10 spelling or grammatical errors

               15



Content
Clearly identifies person or topic researched


               10



Places person or topic in correct historical context

               10



Explains the accomplishments or uses of person or invention
   10



Describes the impact of person or topic upon history

               10



Thesis statement well-defined and defended
                                       10



*PAPERS SUBMITTED WITHOUT A WORKS CITED PAGE WILL NOT BE GRADED
